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MULB 1809.500 / MULB 5173.505 

WIND ENSEMBLE 
Daniel Cook, conductor 

Spring 2021 – T/Tr 3:30-6:15 PM – MPAC 132 (IRR) 
 
Contact Information: daniel.cook@unt.edu – (940) 565-3737 (Wind Studies Office) 
Office Hours: MPACX 110B, MW 11:00-12:00. An appointment is suggested but not required. 
 
The goal of any policy statement is to preserve the quality of the music making experience for all involved. Early communication is the 
best way to handle any problems that may arise. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 

1. Establish a consistent, exemplary performance standard in both rehearsal and performance. 
2. Provide a setting to foster familiarity with outstanding repertoire through performance. 
3. Perform a balance of literature that includes new music and standard repertoire. 
4. Enhance and reinforce the study, practices, and skills encouraged in the private studio. 
5. Apply historical and theoretical concepts in the development of expression and interpretation. 
6. Encourage each individual’s artistic and technical development while working toward goals for the group. 

 
ATTENDANCE AND GRADING 
 

1. Performers will be evaluated on the basis of their preparation and performance. 
2. Attendance is required at all rehearsals, sectionals, performances, and recording sessions. 
3. Sectionals may be called by the conductor or principal players as needed. 
4. Cell phones must be completely off and completely put away. You should not be able to see, hear, or access your phone 

during rehearsal. 
5. Individual measures should be numbered in parts prior to ensemble rehearsal. 
6. Any unexcused absences or tardiness to a concert call will result in a lowered letter grade. 
7. Two tardies = one absence (musicians should be in seats five minutes prior to tuning). 
8. Excessive tardiness, absences, absence from a dress rehearsal or performance will result in a failing grade. 
9. Please communicate conflicts as soon as possible. Requests for absences are not guarantees of approval. Our degree of 

flexibility is directly related to notice given and hence, our ability to solve the problem. Communication should be directed to 
the ensemble faculty and the conductor of your specified ensemble. 

10. Events that are beyond your control, such as serious illness or family emergencies will be considered on a case-by-case basis 
and will be handled by the conductor of the ensemble. 

 
COVID-19 IMPACT ON ATTENDANCE 
 
While attendance is expected as outlined above, it is important for all of us to be mindful of the health and safety of everyone in our 
community, especially given concerns about COVID-19. Please contact me if you are unable to attend rehearsal because you are ill, or 
unable to attend rehearsal due to a related issue regarding COVID-19. It is important that you communicate with me prior to being 
absent as to what may be preventing you from coming to class so I may make a decision about accommodating your request to be 
excused from class. If you are experiencing cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, fever, or any of the other possible 
symptoms of COVID-19 (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html) please seek medical 
attention from the Student Health and Wellness Center (940-565-2333, COVID@unt.edu, or askSHWC@unt.edu) or your health care 
provider. While attendance is an important part of succeeding in this class, your own health, and those of others in the community, is 
more important. 
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WEEKLY REHEARSAL SCHEDULE 
 
Students will be assigned to one or several works that will each meet for the 30 minute rehearsal options listed below. Units would 
alternate rehearsal location each week between Winspear Performance Hall and the IRR. This arrangement would switch each Tuesday 
and Thursday to allow both groups hall time. 
 

WPH 3:30-4:00 (Rehearse) IRR 3:30-4:00 (Vacant) 
 4:05-4:35 (Vacant)   4:05-4:35 (Rehearse)    
 4:40-5:10 (Rehearse)  4:40-5:10 (Vacant) 
 5:15-5:45 (Vacant)   5:15-5:45 (Rehearse) 
 5:50-6:15 (Rehearse)  5:50-6:15 (Vacant) 

 
FACE-TO-FACE MODALITY DETAILS 
 

• Rehearsal units of approximately 30 minutes with 30 minutes between units to allow airborne aerosols to disperse and for the 
air to be recirculated through HVAC filtration. 

• Students will not be allowed to congregate in the Murchison lobby or other spaces outside of rehearsal locations. 
• All bags and cases must remain with the student. With appropriate social distancing in place, there will be adequate room for 

these items within each student’s quadrant inside the rehearsal space. 
• Separate entrance and exit points will be designated in the building and rehearsal space. Students will need to follow 

entry/egress instructions diligently. 
• Masks must be worn at all times. When playing, utilize musician mask with a custom double opening or side opening to 

allow for mouthpiece/reed/headjoint insertion. This will be provided. 
• Seating will be assigned, and there will be no rotation of seating or part assignment within each unit. 
• Each unit will have students separated into 9 x 9 foot zones that will be designated with tape on the floor in the center of their 

allowable area. Each player will occupy one of these zones and maintain social distance from the others in their ensemble. 
• Students are encouraged to provide their own music stands. Students electing to use College of Music stands will be 

responsible for disinfecting them before and after usage. 
• Wind Studies will not be providing hard copies of music or a black music folder this semester. Scores and parts to assigned 

repertoire will be uploaded to the Canvas course page and will need to be downloaded and printed by ensemble members or 
uploaded to an electronic tablet. 

• Rehearsal space doors will remain open to allow for adequate air flow. 
• Disinfection must happen between each rehearsal unit and will be the responsibility of the student. 
• All music will be distributed digitally, and it is the responsibility of the student to print out hard copies or use a tablet. 
• Custom bell covering. This will be provided. 
• Condensation: with a towel, container, “puppy pad,” or other absorbent material that can be disposed or cleaned 

between each rehearsal. Student must provide. 
 
PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITIES 
 
The following dates have been reserved for potential recording opportunities in Winspear Hall at the Murchison Performing Arts 
Center. These performances will not be performed for a live audience but are intended to be streamed at a later date. It may also be the 
case that these will be broadcast times, but recordings will be made during class time. Please keep them available as the schedule is 
solidified throughout the semester. 
 

PERFORMANCE 
RECORDING 

 Date Time  Location 

Performance/Recording Option #1  Tuesday, February 23, 2021 7:30 pm  Winspear Hall/MPAC 
Performance/Recording Option #2  Thursday, April 15, 2021 7:30 pm  Winspear Hall/MPAC 
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REFERENCES AND REHEARSAL RECORDINGS 
 
All reference recordings and rehearsal recordings will be distributed via Canvas. Please note that these are for internal use by members of 
the ensemble for educational purposes and should not be distributed externally through any means, including physical or digital media. 
 
SHORT-TERM LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
Requests for excused absences for the purposes of auditions, contests, interviews, and other special professional opportunities are to be 
made with the ensemble conductor and are subject to approval by the Director of Wind Studies. The amount of flexibility we have in 
accommodating such requests is directly related to the amount of advanced notice given. 
 
OUTSIDE COMMITTMENTS 
 
As a member of the ensemble, we assume that your primary responsibility is to the announced schedule. Outside work and 
performance opportunities are considered to be the business of the student but should not interfere with College of Music obligations. 
Please consider this document a contract of your commitments to the College of Music and the Wind Studies Area for the semester. 
 
HEARING PROTECTION 
 
The use of hearing protection (ear plugs) is strongly recommended. The UNT Speech and Hearing clinic will provide a free hearing test 
to every enrolled UNT student. In addition, “musician’s ear plugs” can be purchased at the clinic. The College of Music provides ear 
plugs at no charge; students can pick these up from the repair shop, MA 106. 
 
CONCERT DRESS 
 
Option 1: Black tuxedo, white shirt, black bow tie, black dress shoes, and black socks. 
 
Option 2: Long (floor length) black skirt, black pants (no denim), or black dress meeting all specifications. Long-sleeved black blouse, 
black shirt or black jacket. Black/off-black hose, black dress shoes, simple jewelry. No décolletage, or bare shoulders.  
 
PERFUMES, COLOGNES, AND FRAGRENCES 
 
No perfumes, colognes, or other scented lotions in rehearsal or performance. These can trigger asthma and allergic reactions for other 
ensemble members. If you wear scents to work or class and go straight to rehearsal, rinsing off in a bathroom before rehearsal will alleviate 
any unnecessary allergic reactions.  
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COVID-19 RESEARCH AND RESOURCES 
 
Lead researchers on Aerosols 
 
Dr. Jelena Srebic, University of Maryland 
Dr. Shelly Miller, University of Colorado, Boulder  

• Dr. Miller is highly active in sharing her own research on Twitter, as well as other accurate, pertinent research on issues 
surrounding COVID-19. http://twitter.com/ShellyMBoulder?s=20 

• Highly recommended Texas Bandmasters Association presentation on virus mitigation, specifically relating to music 
performance and airborne transmission: https://youtu.be/9vWL0w4_OQg 

• How virus spread can be minimized indoors: https://youtu.be/jK6Cef5A8FQ 
 
CBDNA Research 
 
Dr. Mark Spede, Director of Bands at Clemson University, and the President of the College Band Directors National Association, has 
curated a Google Drive of COVID-19 Resources for Musicians. While most of the articles are scientific experiments, there are a few 
recommended reads for relatively quick understanding. 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1PZ8RF3EytzUWGwfJNpu4fsyXc4E_u2Yi?usp=sharing 
 
Preliminary recommendations for musicians: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10rmLNJ57ys4extBoPR1D6sJ3zMulFfvq/view?usp=sharing 
 
Measurement of aerosol from brass and woodwind instruments: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jXrCKG9YMOLbV7dCrUjQ84AYrLDeiVcy/view?usp=sharing 
 
Singing in choirs and making music with wind instruments: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lR6Q_k9r-y0oXm_MjVynSQsRYUMZXw65/view?usp=sharing 
 
Texas Center for Performing Arts Health Instrument Hygiene: 
https://tcpah.unt.edu/covid-19 
 
International Coalition of Performing Arts Aerosol Study Resources: 
 
These links are the latest updates on how aerosol transmission operates in singing and wind instruments. This presentation of results 
are mostly based on graphs and diagrams; CBDNA has commissioned this pioneering study, and has released two phases of preliminary 
results for public consumption. 
 
July 13th Presentation Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xUNY1qYNOQQ 
July 13th Power Point: https://www.nfhs.org/media/4029958/preliminary-testing-report-7-13-20.pdf 
 
August 6th Presentation Video: https://youtu.be/qi4x5HDqWqs 
August 6th Power Point: https://www.nfhs.org/media/4030003/aerosol-study-prelim-results-round-2-final.pdf 
 
November 13th Data Report: https://www.nfhs.org/media/4294910/third-aerosol-report.pdf 
November 13th Video of Results with Lead Researchers: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fG1bcAWLazg&feature=youtu.be 
November 13th Transmission FAQ Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fG1bcAWLazg&feature=youtu.be 
November 13th Press Release: https://www.nfhs.org/articles/third-round-of-performing-arts-aerosol-study-produces-more-scientific-
data-for-return-to-activities/ 
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Diagrams are sourced from the International Coalition of Performing Arts Aerosol Study. 
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RESOURCE LINKS 

 
STUDENT BEHAVIOR  
https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct  
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/06.003.AcadIntegrity.Final_.pdf 
 
ACCESS TO INFORMATION – EAGLE CONNECT  
Your access point for business and academic services at UNT occurs at my.unt.edu. All official communication from the university will 
be delivered to your Eagle Connect account. For more information, please visit: http://eagleconnect.unt.edu/ 
 
ODA STATEMENT  
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking 
accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. For additional information see 
the Office of Disability Access. http://disability.unt.edu Phone: (940) 565-4323  
 
RESPONDING TO STUDENTS IN DISTRESS: UNT CARE TEAM  
Please visit the CARE Team website to tips to recognize students in distress and what you need to do in cases of extreme behavior or 
references to suicide. http://studentaffairs.unt.edu/care  
 
UNT POLICY STATEMENT ON DIVERSITY https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/04.018_PolicyStateOnDiversity.pub8_.18_0.pdf 
2020–2021  
 
SEMESTER ACADEMIC SCHEDULE (WITH ADD/DROP DATES)  
https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/fall-registration-guide  
 
ACADEMIC CALENDAR AT A GLANCE, 2020–2021  
https://www.unt.edu/catalogs/2020-21/calendar  
 
FINAL EXAM SCHEDULE  
https://registrar.unt.edu/exams/final-exam-schedule/fall  
 
FINANCIAL AID AND SATISFACTORY ACADEMIC PROGRESS  
http://financialaid.unt.edu/sap  
 
RETENTION OF STUDENT RECORDS  
http://ferpa.unt.edu/ 
  
COUNSELING AND TESTING  
http://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services For more information on mental health issues, please visit: 
https://speakout.unt.edu. The counselor for music students is: Myriam Reynolds, Chestnut Hall Suite 311, (940) 565-2741, 
Myriam.Reynolds@unt.edu  
 
ADD/DROP POLICY 
https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/fall-registration-guide 
 
STUDENT RESOURCES  
The University of North Texas has many resources available to students. For a complete list, go to:  
https://www.unt.edu/sites/default/files/resource_sheet.pdf 
 
 


